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Pro v id en ce  Ho us e  

In 1988 Mary Anne Selber and Jean Sayres recognized a 
need to shelter services for the homeless and opened Ever-

green House which was operated by the Salvation Army.  

It served as a temporary shelter until 1992 when it was 

renamed Providence House and secured its non-profit 

status. 

The mission evolved to provide long-term solutions to 

breaking the homeless cycle.  An Education Center was 
constructed in 2002 to include a child development center.  

After Simone Hennessee (a former member of our club) 

announced her retirement as executive director, the Board 

selected Verni Howard to assume the helm of the organi-

zation. 

Verni is a Shreveport native with 18 years of non-profit banking experience.  She has 

served on 15 major boards across the region including Atlanta, Baton Rouge and Shreve-

port where she held leadership positions ranging from treasurer to board president. 

Verni is a graduate of LSU Baton Rouge where she earned a B.S. in microbiology and a 

MPA.  She was a member of the 2010 class of Leadership Baton Rouge and the 2012 class 

of Leadership Louisiana.  In 2010 she was licensed as a minister. 

A member of our club, she and husband Don Howard (also one of our Rotarians) have two 

children.  Both Hannah and Matthew have attended Rotary meetings with us. 

In our last civic grant cycle, Providence House received a $5,000 grant to create an ABC 

iPad Station within the child development center for 3-5 year old children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Verni Howard 

(Right) Providence House was previously occupied as the 
Methodist Business Girls’ Home and was on the site of the 

Victorian home of Susan Johnson, widow of Benjamin John-
son, founder of Commercial National Bank (“Eric Brock’s 

Shreveport”) 

Room Change on Tuesday 

Ballroom C/D, same floor 
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Rotary International Convention in Atlanta 

 

 

House of Friendship is 

THE place to be at the Convention! 

 

 Browse booths showcasing Ro-

tary projects, Rotary Fellow-

ships and Rotarian Action 

Groups 

 Shop for Rotary-licensed mer-

chandise including pins, shirts 

and banners 

 Meet with Rotary staff about 

programs and services 

 Enjoy food & entertainment 

 Meet international Rotarians 

T ues d ay ,  

1 2 :0 0  No o n 

 

1 2 :1 3  p. m.  

B e l l -R i ng i ng  

 

S hrev epo r t  

Co nv e nt io n  

Ce nter  
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Jeremy Alford is the publisher and editor of the 
Louisiana based LaPolitics family of publications, 

which include LaPolitics Weekly, Tuesday Tracker 

and LaPolitics.com.   

Jeremy’s syndicated news stories and opinion col-
umns are carried by more than 25 newspapers and 

magazines across the Bayou State.  His bylined 

work appears regularly in The New York Times and 
he has written for The Dallas Morning News, Asso-

ciated Press and Campaigns & Elections magazine. 

LaPolitics Wire, Alford’s political broadcast ser-

vice, airs on five Louisiana television stations and 
he has served as an analyst and source for CNN, 

FOX News, MSNBC, C-SPAN and NPR. 

When it’s not Mardi Gras or duck season, Jeremy 

lives in Baton Rouge with his wife Karron and their 

two children. 

Jeremy Alford 

House of Friendship 

Saturday, June 10, 2017 

9:00 a.m.—Grand Opening 

Ceremony 

https://lapolitics.com/
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Atlanta Convention June 2017—Things To Do 

 

The House of Friendship is where the Rotary world comes together and where ideas, best practices and project 

successes are proudly shared.  You can: 

 Browse booths showcasing Rotary projects, Rotary Fellowships and Rotarian Action Groups 

 Shop for Rotary-licensed merchandise, including pins, shirts and banners 

 Meet with staff in the Resource Center about Rotary’s programs and services 

 Enjoy food and entertainment 

 And even register for the 2018 convention in Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

The House of Friendship opens at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, June 10, 2017, at the Georgia World Congress Center.  

This is one of the first activities of the convention and one of the favorites. 

Another New Member 

 

Jeff Gauger grew up in Washington State.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in 

history from the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma and a master’s degree 

in journalism from Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois. 

While in the Washington area, Jeff and his wife Elizabeth owned and operated 

two weekly newspapers in Leavenworth and Cashmere from 1995-2000.  

They still own a minority interest in the company, which now publishes four 

community weeklies and one business monthly. 

Jeff has been executive editor of The Shreveport Times since August 2016 and 

The News-Star in Monroe since October 2016.  Both newspapers are part of 

the USA Today Network. 

Prior to his relocation, Jeff served as editor and publisher of the News & Re-

cord in Greensboro, North Carolina and executive editor of The Repository in 

Canton, Ohio.  For 17 years he worked at the Omaha World-Herald.  While 

there he was sent to Saudi Arabia to cover the first Gulf War. 

Jeff is no stranger to Rotary as he was a member of the Rotary Club of Greensboro, NC.  His classification 

is Media, Newspaper and his sponsor is Martha Marak. 

Jeff Gauger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We enjoyed another great business networking event last Tuesday.  These events give members the oppor-

tunity to share information about their business, exchange business cards and materials.  Make plans now 

to participate in the next event. 

Front row, from left: Stephanie Sievers, Jeff Gauger, Nita Cook, Allen Organick, George Carroll and 

Karen Johnson 

Back row, from left: Amy Hollister, Richard Brontoli, Margaret Wallace, Amanda Simpson, Steve Aiken, 

Janet Boyett, Tim Magner, Connor Peterson, Mark Medicus, Larry Evensky and Jarrod Horton. 

Not pictured: Jeb Breithaupt, Teri Haynes, Joe Cooper. 
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Last Tuesday, Rotarian David Ginsburg received his PHF+3 lapel pin.  David expressed his apprecia-

tion for the “match” that was made available several months ago which moved him to the next level in 

giving.   

David, a Shreveport native and C.E. Byrd graduate, is the owner of his own antique and estate jewelry 

business in operation for 20 years.  Prior to this business, he managed his family’s Caddo Jewelry and 

Loan Company. 

David enjoys bass fishing on Caddo Lake and the Red River.  He and wife Sandra enjoy Viking River 

cruises in Europe. 

Joining the club in 2011, he didn’t hesitate to get involved in these committees:  chaplaincy, sgt at arms, 

raffle, Dragon Boat and Food Truck fund-raisers.  He was a club director in 2014-2015 and serves as the 

chair of our Food Bank committee. 

David honored Sandra Ginsburg and his son-in-law fellow Rotarian Curtis Joseph, Jr. with Paul Har-

ris Fellowships also.  He remarked that as he has made his contributions to Rotary he observed that the 

first check felt a little awkward to write.  But, with each additional check, it got easier and the numbers 

seem to become smaller, making it easier yet. 

After the presentations, Sandra remarked that the polio eradication mission of Rotary is very important to 

them as two members of their family were struck with polio in the 1950’s during the epidemics in this 

country. 

As the Polio Plus campaign reminds us, the return of polio to our country is “just a plane ride away”.  

(Above) David Ginsburg with son in law, Curtis 

Joseph, Jr. 

(Above) David with his son of 44 years, Sandra 

Ginsburg 
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Amanda Gouthiere 

& her  children Don Howard & his 

children 

J.D. Stewart (guest) 
Janet Parker 

Verni Howard Stan Hancock (guest) 

Rachel Scott (guest) Alan Prater 

Robert Ferguson 

(guest) 

Paul Pratt 

Derrick Gatson 

(guest) 



Judy Bellew 

Executive Director 

P.O. Box 380 

Shreveport, LA 71162 

Phone: 318-221-3053 

Fax: 318-868-6703 

shreveportrotary@gmail.com 

www.rotaryclubofshreveport.org 
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Follow us on Facebook  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program on February 7, 2017 

 

Barbara Featherston 

Depart. of Water & Sewerage 

City of Shreveport 

 

Shreveport Convention Center 

 

 

 Raffle Winners Last Week 

 

TRF Raffle—Larry Evensky 

Thanks for your contribution to The Rotary Founda-

tion—this applies toward your next PHF 

Rose-Neath Flower Shop—Janet Boyett 

Andy Shehee’s hen eggs—Peyton Cole 

Rev. McLain’s book—James Blewett 

 

 

Condolences to the family of Rotarian Ed Wilkey who 

passed away on January 14, 2017.  Services will be on 

January 28 at First Presbyterian Church.  Ed was a 

member of our club for 28 years and was a Paul Harris 

Fellow +2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome home, Kermit Poling! 

 

Kermit has been in London for two weeks conducting and 

recording with the London Symphony Orchestra. 

 

 

http://www.rotaryclubofshreveport.org/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rotary-Club-of-Shreveport/258142367728#!/pages/Rotary-Club-of-Shreveport/258142367728?closeTheater=1

